His Childhood and Youth
rough way in which his brother lived* He disliked the blacks
and despised the whites* The greasy Southern cooking
sickened him* Nervous irritability again possessed him* and
his digestion, always poor* rendered him ill to live with* A
peach-farm in Alabama was no place for a Parnell, he said*
and so he repeatedly urged his brother to return to Ireland*
which John* who loved his life in Alabama, was reluctant to do*
His ill-temper increased and involved him in several rows*
and almost brought him into collision with the law* When
an Ulsterman* named Joseph Field* for whom John was
building a house* asserted with some rudeness that the house
was not fit for him, 4f Charley lost his temper, and cried,
4 It is too good for you !* This led to angry words, and very
nearly to blows, Charley having actually taken off his coat
with the intention of thrashing Mr* Field when I separated
them*"1 The quarrel ended as quickly as it had begun,
the friendship was repaired, and Mr* Field kept Parnell in
warm remembrance ever afterwards* He had the ability
to create kindly feeling for himself out of the rags of his
wrath*
This visit to America lasted for a year, and was notable,
apart from the dismal conclusion to his engagement to Miss
Woods, for the fact that he and John were nearly killed in a
railway accident* John was the more seriously injured of the
two, and he tells us that " Charley was the only nurse I had,
though he also was suffering from his injuries* He attended
to my wants better and more tenderly than any woman could
have done, and was most anxious about me, never leaving
me* * * /** It was after this disaster that Parnell succeeded
in persuading his brother to return to Ireland, and on New
Year's Day, 1872, they sailed for home from New York*
1 Charles Stewart Parnell by his brother, John Howard Parnell*
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* Ibid., p* 102*
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